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Welcome to Northgate State School. When it comes to schools Northgate is 
truly Brisbane's best kept secret. Hiding at the end of a quiet suburban street, 
if you peek between the trees you’ll find something very special.  

 

In 2009 Northgate State School caters for students from the Preparatory Year 
to Year 7. Just over 215 students call Northgate their home away from home. 
Congratulations on making the decision to join us. 

 

With excellent facilities, large open spaces in which to run and play, you'd 
hardly believe you're just minutes from the CBD.  

 

We're committed to maintaining our supportive school in a caring 
environment, one that offers your child the very best. Above all else what we 
continue to focus on is preparing your child for their future.  

 

I urge you to read this booklet as it contains information on the procedures 
employed within our school. We are here to help. I strongly encourage you to 
talk directly with the people that matter. Your child’s teachers will be more 
than happy to discuss issues or queries you have. I am also here to assist in 
any way I can. Don’t hesitate to contact me should you require assistance or 
have any concerns about your child’s education. 

Regards  

 

 

 Andrew Duncan  

 

Principal 
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Classroom entry 8:30am 
School Commences 8:50 am 
First Recess 11:00 am - 11:45 am 
Second Session 11:45am 
Second Recess 1:15pm - 1:45 pm 
Third Session 1:45pm 
School Dismissal 3:00 pm 

 

	
	

	

Principal Mr Andrew Duncan 
 

School Address Amelia Street 
Nundah  Qld  4012 
 

Telephone 07 - 33702333 
 

Facsimile 07 - 33702300 
 

e-mail the.principal@northgatss.e
q.edu.au 
 
admin@northgatss.eq.edu
.au 
 

Administration 
Officer 

Mrs Sue Guymer 
 

Office Hours 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 
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Updated 17/02/2009 9:14:04 PM 
Administration  
Principal Mr Andrew Duncan  
Curriculum Engagement Officer Mr Greg Thomas  
Administration Officer Mrs Sue Guymer  
Teaching Staff  
Year 5/6/7 Mrs Lynne Walker   
Year 5/6/7 Mrs Ros Newlands  
Year 5/6/7 Mr Robin Dempsey 
Year 4 Mrs Christine Killen  
Year 3/4 Mr Michael Bierhuizen  
Year 2/3 Mrs Judy McLean 
Year 1 Mrs Helen Stephens 

Mrs Anne Stanton  
Year Prep/1 Miss Kellie Low   
Preparatory Year Mrs Sigridur Ingvadottir  
NCT Teacher Ms Amanda Reineker 
LOTE – Japanese  Mrs Sue Chaki 
Music  Mrs Bernadette Crook 
Instrumental Music Mr Ross Dovey 
Health & Physical Education  Mr James O'Sullivan  
Support Teacher Learning 
Difficulties 

Ms Pennie McDowell  

Intervention Manager Miss Liz Stella  
ESL Mrs Lyn Lysaught  
Speech Language Pathologist Mrs Annette Gallagher  
Guidance Officer Mrs Karen Semple  
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CCoonntt……  

Teacher Aides 
General  Mrs Judith Buchanan  
General  Mrs Narelle Robins  
General  Mrs Ruth Edwards  
General Mrs Nicole Curling  
Preparatory Year Mrs Karen Wise 

Mrs Sue Brooks 
Ancillary & Support Staff 
Janitor Groundsman  Mr Stephen Zacka 
Head Cleaner Mrs Gail Eyears  
Cleaner Mrs Lynda Cook  
Parents and Citizens' Association Staff 
Tuckshop Convenor Ms Marion Kennedy  
Jabiru Kids Club Northgate Staff  
Coordinator Mr Ben Marett  
Staff On Leave or Acting  
Mrs Megan Mason Mrs Rachael Doucet   
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Term 1 - School commences on Tuesday 27 January and Term 1 

finishes Thursday 9 April.    
Term 2 - Term 2 commences on Tuesday 21 April and finishes on 

Friday 26 June  
Term 3 - Term 3 commences on Tuesday 14 July and finishes on 

Friday 18 September  
Term 4 - Term 4 commences on Monday 5 October and finishes on 

Friday 11 December 
 

 % 
$	)&��	�'*
		
	
20 April Monday 
13 July Monday   
13 August Thursday (Day after Brisbane Ekka Holiday) 
19 October Monday 
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The 2008/2009 office bearers are 
 

President Ms Nicole Kennedy-MacMinn 
Vice President Mrs Elena Rowe 
Secretary   Ms Maryellen Edwards-Burgett 
Treasurer Mrs Lisa McBurnie 
Tuckshop Convenor Ms Marion Kennedy 
Uniform Convenor Mrs Sue Guymer 
Fundraising Coordinator Ms Nicole Kennedy-Macminn 
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ABSENCES 
Regular, punctual attendance is necessary for satisfactory progress to be 
made by a child and this is the responsibility of parents.  Records are kept so 
that we are sure that children staying away from school are doing so with the 
knowledge of their parents. The school has a mandatory reporting obligation 
to relevant authorities if the attendance of a student becomes an issue. 
In the event of your child being absent from school there are four options for 
notifying us for both full day and part day absences -  

1. a brief explanatory note forwarded to his/her teacher the next day or  
2. email the.principal@northgatss.eq.edu.au 
3. phone the absence hotline 3370 2360 and leave a message 
4. or a phone call to the school office on 3370 2333.   

If your child needs to leave the school before the end of the day you must 
sign them out at the office.    
 

ACCIDENTS 
Accidents do happen from time to time.  When a child has an accident first aid 
treatment is given by one of the staff members.  In the event of a serious 
accident the child’s parents are contacted.  Urgent cases will be immediately 
referred to the ambulance service and parents contacted.    Please ensure 
that current information is available at the office  for emergency contact . 
 

ADMISSIONS 
Children starting Prep in a State primary school must turn five during the 
period 1 July to 30 June. Children starting Year 1 in a State primary school 
should turn six during the period 1 July to 30 June.  Any parent enrolling a 
child at this school for the first time is asked to bring along a birth certificate or 
extract for their child as it is regulation that we must sight such before 
approving enrolment.   
You will be required to fill out a form giving details such as parents’ names, 
address, emergency contact numbers.  If at any time these details change 
would you please advise the school.  This is especially important for home 
and work phone numbers, as we may need to contact you in an emergency. 
 

ASSEMBLIES - PARADES 
School assemblies are held each Friday commencing at 9 am. School 
community members are always welcome. At these gatherings we endeavour 
to create a close, friendly atmosphere among students and teachers to help 
build school spirit and morale. The assemblies vary in organisation and are 
designed to be positive and a celebration of achievement. 
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ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 
Supervision of the playground is arranged for morning tea and lunch breaks 
only. Playground supervision is not  provided on an organised basis before or 
after school. Children should not arrive at school prior to the 8:30am bell. 
Following the bell at 8:30am children are to report to their classroom until the 
9:00am bell rings for the commencement of organised lessons. 
Northgate State School has before and after school care located on site. (See 
Outside School Hours Care) 
 
 

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT 
Please refer to the Code of School Behaviour and Responsible Behaviour 
Plan. 
 

BICYCLES 
If pupils ride bicycles to and from school they must be parked in the bike racks 
provided at the Amelia Street Entrance.  This area is out of bounds to all 
pupils other than riders when they park or pick up their bikes.  NO riding is 
permitted in the school grounds or on the footpaths outside.  In accordance 
with the law all cyclists are required to wear helmets. 
 

BOOKCLUB 
This school participates in the Ashton Scholastic Bookclub.  Each month a 
catalogue of very reasonably priced books is sent home with each child from 
which you may choose to purchase one or more of the titles.  Three levels of 
books are provided to cater for varying levels of reading interest and ability. 
 

BOOKS AND REQUISITES 
A book and general requisites list is available at the school. We would greatly 
appreciate any attempt made to have all materials ready by day one.   We 
also would encourage the covering and naming of all books as we see pride in 
children books and possessions as one of a number of prerequisites for pride 
in their work. 
 

CHAPLAIN 
A school chaplain is a safe person for young people to connect with at school, 
providing a listening ear, caring presence, and message of hope. They care 
for students struggling with confusing relationships, peer pressure and self-
esteem issues, family breakdown, depression, suicide, bullying, drug issues, 
physical, sexual, and emotional abuse.  
Chaplains run positive, fun activities for young people, both in and out of 
school, and foster a supportive, caring school community. This includes 
support for at risk students, support for staff and families from the wider 
school community, and spiritual support and direction for the school 
community.  
Appointments with the school chaplain can be made through the office. 
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CHILD PROTECTION 
Education Queensland employees have mandatory reporting obligations to 
various authorities should a concern be raised/noticed with regards to a child’s 
safety or welfare.  
Occasionally authorities such as representatives from the Queensland Police 
Force or the Department of Children’s Services utilise the school facilities to 
conduct interviews of students or investigations. This can lawfully be 
undertaken without the knowledge of the parents/caregivers. Upon completion 
of such an event the relevant authorities will notify the parent/caregiver.  
 

 
CHOIR 
The school choir participates in various 
events throughout the year. The children 
often perform on assembly and at other 
school functions. The students practise 
each week with additional practices being 
arranged closer to performances. 

 
 
 

COMMUNICATION 
NEWSLETTERS 
Every second Thursday the school distributes a newsletter to the oldest child 
in each family.  This is our major form of written communication between 
parents and the school.  Please take the time to read our newsletter, as it will 
contain important information relating to your school. 
 
 

WITH TEACHERS 
Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher to discuss any issue relating to 
your child at school.  As teachers are not able to leave their classes it would 
be appreciated if you could make an appointment to see them out of class 
time. To arrange this please see Mrs Guymer in the school office. 
 

COMPLAINT MANAGEMENT 
When issues arise we encourage adults to meet directly with staff who will 
best facilitate a resolution. In most cases this will be the class teacher, teacher 
aide or principal.  
It is not acceptable  for any parent to address a concern or problem directly 
with a student. When the concern needing attention relates to students (e.g. 
playground disagreements between students) parents MUST report their 
concerns to their class teacher or principal. 
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COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY 
We have a real commitment to the use of 
computers at this school.  We have a number of 
computers and printers which are used 
extensively for word processing, data base 
management and educational activities by all 
children from years one to seven.  Children have 
access to the Internet. [See Internet Access 
Agreement.]  
 
 
 
The goals of the Information Technology policy are: 
·  to develop skills of locating, accessing, analysing, representing and 

storing information in a technological environment: 
·  to develop an awareness of the role and function of technology and the 

implication of its impact on society; 
·  to apply technology to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the 

teaching/learning process.  
 
Our school boasts an extensive range of technological equipment for student 
use. Most classrooms have dedicated electronic whiteboards and data 
projectors. This equipment has been acquired through Education Queensland 
grants and Parents' & Citizens' Association support.  

 

DENTAL TREATMENT 
All children over the age of five years, including Prep students, are eligible for 
free dental treatment by the School Mobile Dental Clinic team.   The Dental 
Clinic makes regular visits to the school.  Parental approval is sought before 
any treatment is carried out. 
 

DOGS 
Occasionally dogs are attracted to the school environment either following 
children to school or straying into the grounds.  Dogs and large groups of 
children are not compatible and constitute a danger and a health hazard.  It is 
therefore the school’s policy that any dogs appearing on the grounds will be 
removed by the relevant authority. 
 

EARLY ARRIVALS OF PUPILS 
Students who arrive at school prior to the 8:30am bell need to proceed to the 
stage area. Arrangements need to be made with the Outside School Hours 
Care Facility if your child needs to arrive at school prior to 8:15am. 
 

EARLY DEPARTURE OF PUPILS 
Parents who wish to collect their children from school before 3:00 pm need to 
first go to the school office and sign the Departures Register before collecting 
their child from the classroom or playground.   
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
The school has a plan to cater with an emergency eg fire, severe storm; 
should any arise.  Throughout the year the school community will practise our 
evacuation procedure.  Please be aware that our staff are aware of the 
procedure to ensure that your children’s safety is maintained. 
 

EXCURSIONS AND CAMPS 
Educational trips, which broaden the educational 
experiences of the children, are encouraged by 
the school.  Such trips are closely associated to 
regular classroom instruction and programs and 
utilise the community and regional resources as 
part of the curriculum.  Trips are well planned, 
supervised and conducted on efficiently operated 
buses or Qld Rail.  As such, all pupils are 
encouraged to participate in these excursions.  
Parents will be advised of full details regards itinerary, program and costing of 
each excursion planned for the respective classes. 
 

FIRST AID, ILLNESS AND MEDICATION 
EXCLUSION FROM SCHOOL 
From time to time children fall ill and are unable to attend school.  Should your 
child contract one of the diseases listed below they will be required to stay 
away from school for the period stated.  If you have any concerns about 
whether your child is fit for school, please check with your family doctor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Disease  Period of Exclusion  
Mumps Exclude until fully recovered. 
Chickenpox Return six days after appearance of spots. 
Rubella  
(German 
Measles) 

Exclude until fully recovered. 

Whooping Cough 28 days and with a medical certificate. 
Measles 7 days or with a medical certificate. 
Head Lice Until treated. 
Ringworm Not to be excluded if covered. 
School Sores Not to be excluded if covered. 
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FIRST AID 
The school has facilities to deal only with minor injuries and parents are 
advised if a minor injury may require further medical attention. 
In more serious cases the parents are contacted immediately.  If they are 
unavailable the nominated emergency contact person is contacted.  If there is 
no response the ambulance is called.  The ambulance is also called 
immediately to assist with all accidents resulting in serious injury or 
urgent need for medical attention.  Please ensure that current information is 
available at the school for emergency contact. 
 

FOOTWEAR 
Students are encouraged to wear suitable footwear. Laced up shoes are 
preferable. However, sandals in summer are acceptable. Thongs are not 
permitted except under extenuating circumstances. 
 

GUIDANCE OFFICER 
A Guidance Officer visits the school on a regular basis to assess and counsel 
children and parents referred to them through the school.  Parents who wish 
for their child to see the Guidance Officer should first discuss the need with 
their child’s class teacher who will refer the student on if required. 
 

HATS 
All children must wear hats whilst playing outdoors.  For the 
sake of their long term health, children without suitable head-
wear may be prevented from playing outdoors. The school rule 
in relation to hats is:   “NO HAT NO PLAY”.  Students who do 
not have a hat at lunchtimes must sit in a shaded areas near 
the staffroom. 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
Homework tasks may include: 

·  daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or other family 
members  

·  linking concepts with familiar activities such as shopping, preparation of 
food, local environment and family outings  

·  conversations about what is happening at school  
·  preparation for oral presentations  
·  opportunities to write for meaningful purposes.  

 
In the Prep Year, generally students will not be set homework. 
In Years 1, 2 and 3, set homework could be up to but generally not more than 
1 hour per week. 
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In the Middle Phase (Year 4 to Year 7) some homework can be completed 
daily or over a weekly or fortnightly period and may: 

·  include daily independent reading  
·  be coordinated across different subject areas  
·  include extension of class work, projects and research.  

 
Homework in Year 4 and Year 5 could be up to but generally not more than 2-
3 hours per week. 
 
Homework in Year 6 and Year 7 could be up to but generally not more than 3-
4 hours per week. 
 
 
Parents and caregivers can help their children by: 

·  reading to them, talking with them and involving them in tasks at home 
including shopping, playing games and physical activity 

·  helping them to complete tasks by discussing key questions or 
directing them to resources 

·  encouraging them to organise their time and take responsibility for their 
learning 

·  encouraging them to read and to take an interest in and discuss current 
local, national and international events 

·  helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing 
homework, watching television, playing computer games, playing sport 
and engaging in other recreational activities 

·  contacting the relevant teacher to discuss any concerns about the 
nature of homework and their children's approach to the homework. 

 
 
One point we would stress to every family is:  
“Never allow the homework table to become 
a battleground”.  A positive attitude to work is 
essential.  Please discuss with your child’s 
classroom teacher any issues or concerns 
you have. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ILLNESS 
From time to time children fall ill at school.  Should your child fall ill at school, 
every effort will be made to contact you by telephone requesting that you 
collect your child.  In the event of an emergency where we are unable to 
contact a parent or guardian we will transport the child by ambulance to 
Hospital. Should your child contract one of the illnesses listed in the 
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“Exclusion from School” paragraph, would you please observe the exclusion 
period. 
 
Education Queensland’s Regulations in the Education Office Gazette 
September 1988 require that medication can only be administered under a 
medical practitioner’s directions. 
Therefore the school must have: 
× a permission form completed by the parent; 
× the doctor’s instructions or chemist’s label on the medication clearly 

stating - 
-  the name of the child 
-  the dosage and times for administration. 

 
Please ask your pharmacist for this information when the medication is issued.  
Analgesics, cough mixtures and the like will not  be administered without a 
doctor’s instruction.  Therefore it is not possible for school staff to administer 
medication such as Panadol for headaches on the request of the parent.  
Medication and records are held in the office.  It is best if the medication can 
be sent to school in the original container with the pharmacists instructions 
attached.  Our Administration Officer administers medication at school. 
 
 
 
 

INTERNET ACCESS AGREEMENT  
All students at Northgate State School have access to the Internet.  To ensure 
parents and students understand the responsibilities involved in Internet 
usage we have in place an Internet Access 
Agreement.  Parents of children in Years One 
to Three are asked to sign the agreement 
stating their child understands responsible use 
of the Internet.   Students in Years Four to 
Seven and their parents sign a more detailed 
Agreement.  Only students who have a signed 
Internet Access Agreement are able to 
participate in activities using the Internet.   
 

LEARNING SUPPORT 
In any school there are children with special needs who may require support 
over and above that provided by the classroom teacher.  These special needs 
may be because of physical, intellectual, hearing or visual impairment, or 
behavioural, emotional, social or learning differences.  Additional support for 
children with special needs is available from Special Services personnel. 
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LIBRARY 
The aim of the library is to foster a love of books and therefore the motivation 
to want to learn to read.   It is very important for children to acquire the 
appreciation of literature that will last a lifetime.   
The library is available to children for borrowing purposes and quiet activities 
at lunch time on selected days.  
Parents/Caregivers are welcome to visit the library to assist their children in 
selecting books. 
Time is also allowed for students to browse and borrow for home or class 
reading. 

LIBRARY BAG 
This is so your child can borrow from the school library. The purpose of this 
bag is to protect the library book during transit to and from school. The child's 
name needs to be displayed prominently on the bag. 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Schools by their very nature tend to collect a large amount of lost property.  
Much of this can be avoided if all children were to have their name on each of 
their articles.  Lost property is stored in the school foyer.  Unclaimed property 
will be donated to a recognised charity from time to time. 
 

LUNCHES 
Two breaks during the day are provided for eating - morning tea at 11.00 am 
and lunch at 1.15 pm.  All children should be provided with a suitable portion 
of food for both breaks.   
 
We would prefer that chocolates, lollies, etc were not provided for morning 
teas and lunches.  Drinks in glass bottles and sharp knives are not permitted 
at school as a matter of safety.   
 

MONEY COLLECTION 
Your child will, at various times during the year, bring money to school. All 
money should be enclosed in an envelope with 
the payment details clearly printed on the front. 
This envelope should then be handed in to the 
school office. 
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MOBILE PHONES  
We recognise that parents may prefer that students have access to a mobile 
phone to enhance security for travel to and from school. Mobile Phones are 
items of value and can be disruptive to the classroom and learning 
environment. The following conditions are to be followed by all stakeholders 
with regards to mobile phones at Northgate State School.  
 

1. Once at school students can leave their mobile phone at the school 
office to be collected prior to leaving in the afternoon. 

2. Mobile phones are not to be used during school time. Access to 
parents/caregivers or outside relationships should be through the 
school office or directly through the relevant staff member only. 

3. The school will take absolutely no responsibility for mobile phones that 
are left in school bags and no further correspondence will be entered 
into with regards to lost, misplaced or stolen phones that are not left in 
the school office. 

4. Staff will direct any student to leave their mobile at the office if they are 
found to be located anywhere else in the school. 

5. Mobile phones are not to be taken on excursions, camps or 
fieldtrips.(See dot point 2) 

 
 
 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
Jabiru Community Youth and Children’s Services Assoc. Inc. operate the 
OSHC service for students of our School. Before and after school as well as 
vacation care is available. 
 
Application forms and handbooks are available from the OSHC Room 
between 6am –9am and 2:30pm – 6:00pm or by ringing 3266 9973. 
 

PARENT PARTICIPATION 
Parents and community members are encouraged to play an active role in the 
education of their children. Queensland state schools value the partnership of 
parents in helping to enrich learning opportunities for students. If you are 
attending the school to volunteer in any capacity please sign the register in 
the office as a WHS requirement. 
 

PARENTS’ AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION 
The Parents' & Citizens' Association contributes greatly to the school not only 
through their fund raising activities but their overall support for the school.  
Please become involved in our P & C Assoc.  All parents are most welcome to 
attend our meetings usually held on the second Monday of each term starting 
at 7:00 pm in the School Staffroom.  
 

 



Page # 18 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Each year we engage the services of a commercial photographer to 
photograph class, sporting and music groups. 
 

REPORTING 
Report cards are issued at the end of each semester, ie late June and early 
December.  In conjunction with these all parents are invited to come along 
and discuss their child’s progress.  We would, however, stress that every 
parent or caregiver with children at this school has an open invitation to 
discuss any aspect of their child’s progress with us at any time.  We attempt to 
make this school as open to you as possible.  Our aim is to provide the best 
education possible for your children and this is best achieved if we can work 
together. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The general aim of the religious education program is to provide an 
educationally sound religious education which helps students to understand: 
× the Christian faith; 
× their own patterns of belief, the religious traditions  of which they are a 

part and the ways these contribute to the shaping of their lives; 
× those aspects of human experience which have prompted and which 

continue to prompt the development and acceptance of religious 
interpretations of life; 

× the different religious views which they are likely to meet in the 
communities to which they belong. 

Religious Instruction is offered for half an hour each week when staff are 
available.   Ministers and lay people from the Uniting, Anglican, Baptist and 
Catholic Churches offer a combined religious education program, Religion in 
Life®.   All children are encouraged to participate in religious education. A 
form must be signed by parents for those children participating in the 
Religious Education program. 
 

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES AND DENTAL 
CLINIC 
A sister from the Department of Health will examine all Year 7 and other 
referred children in the course of the school year. 
 
Dental staff visit our school every 18 months, and all children qualify for dental 
treatment. 
 

RECORDER BAND 
A recorder group of interested children play on assembly and have additional 
lessons throughout the week. 
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ROUTINE 
During lunch breaks, children are not 
allowed on verandas or in classrooms 
unless they have jobs to carry out or, 
they have been sent for by their 
teacher. 
 
First Recess: Children eat in the 
covered play area. When finished 
eating they may move from this area 
to their designated play areas. 
 
Second Recess: Children eat in the covered play area and remain seated until 
dismissed by a teacher, when they may disperse to play. 
 

School Hours:  
Classroom entry 8:30am 
School Commences 8:50 am 
First Recess 11:00 am - 11:45 am 
Second Recess 1:15 pm - 1:45 pm 
School Dismissal 3:00 pm 
 

 
 
SCHOOL FACILITIES 
We would stress that all facilities at our school are available to be utilised by 
all members of our local communities.  This includes use of the school for 
meetings, adult education classes, weekend sport etc. A photocopying service 
is also available to the local community.  Laminating can also be done - A4 
size and also large charts. There is a small charge to cover the cost of 
materials for laminating and photocopying.  Should you or a group you are 
associated with wish to use the school’s facilities, please contact the school 
office. 
 
 

SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORTS 
All schools must publish a minimum set of information for parents and the 
community to read. This publication must be also accessible on the school's 
website. The information includes: 
·  distinctive curriculum offerings  
·  extracurricular activities  
·  staff development priorities  
·  social climate of the school, including pastoral care programs  
·  strategies used for involving parents in their child's education  
·  reading, writing and numeracy results for Years 3, 5 and 7 must be 

published including the average score for the school.  
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SPORT 
 

INTRA-SCHOOL 
This school is divided into three houses, Wattle, Waratah 
and Banksia for the purpose of the sporting activities 

held during each year.  New enrolments will be informed 
of their house upon enrolment.  We work on a family 
basis - siblings will always be in the same house.  
 
A visiting specialist physical education teacher takes all 
classes for a session each week. 
 

INTER-SCHOOL 
Northgate State School does not participate in inter-
school Friday afternoon sport opting to offer sport at 
school utilising talents of staff, parent or external sport 
and recreation coaches.  
 
 
 

SUPPORT SERVICES 
Education Queensland’s speech pathologist, advisory teachers for visual, 
hearing, physical and intellectual impairments are all available to visit the 
school and assist parents and teachers to meet children’s needs. 
 

SWIMMING  
The 2008 Learn to Swim Program 
focuses on water safety and will be held 
in term 4 of 2009. A 5 week program 
(once per week) culminating with a 
swimming carnival is planned.  
 
Classes are timetabled for lessons, which 
are conducted by our Class Teachers, 
Parents and Physical Education 
Specialist (when available) and other 
experienced staff . 
 
Swimming is part of the school curriculum. Children must have valid medical 
reasons if not participating. This must be supported by a note. Please ensure 
that swimmers, towels and swimming caps are named. All children must wear 
a swimming cap and a sun safe shirt. To protect your child against skin cancer, 
sunscreen should be applied before school. Please send all the above in a 
separate waterproof bag. 
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TUCKSHOP 
Our tuckshop opens for morning tea and lunch on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
 
You will receive a tuckshop menu and price list during the first week of school. 
 
 

PARKING 
No section of our school grounds is to be used by parents/caregivers for 
parking on a long-term basis. The school gates are closed between 2.30 and 
3.10pm for the safety of our children. Parents are asked to park outside of the 
school grounds when collecting children from school. The circular drive can be 
used for setting down each morning. The Yellow Zone is for immediate 
loading and unloading of passengers. Students are to follow the arrows from 
the Yellow Zone to enter the school. 
 

UNIFORMS 
Northgate State School has a dress code; therefore students must wear the 
correct school uniform each day. This includes the school broad brim hat. 
 
Children must wear a broad brimmed hat when outside at school.  This is an 
attempt to protect children from over exposure to the sun. The wearing of hats 
is a parental responsibility. We shall reassure you that constant reference to 
the dangers of over exposure to the sun will be made, especially during 
summer months. Please mark hats (and other clothing) with your child's name. 
In our climate it is also advisable to apply sunscreen each day before school. 
 
Our school uniforms are available from the school uniform shop located 
adjacent to the school office. Please see Mrs Guymer in the office. 
 

VISITING PERFORMANCES  
 Throughout the year the school will host various performances.  The 
performances will be chosen on the basis of integration with the school 
curriculum.  There is usually an admission fee to these shows, however, they 
are generally good value for money. 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
We welcome parents and community members in our school. As a Workplace 
Health and Safety requirement all visitors to the school must sign in at the 
school office. Parents working in their child’s classroom are not required to 
hold a blue card. All other visitors however must have a blue card to work with 
students.  
 
 
 

 


